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Buush anteligence has cbisined dévaied indoizoaon hout tie werk af Novies
Tmotes T Iran as aoreseit of the delection of Vlodiaie A dreyevich Kuzichkin.
Avatollah Khomeini's fsiuniic nationdios hooe oo o e

o thie uquv;r nj
coinpmistintitrers, oy of therm Inked 1o die Tl - Loy st Foatty
Nuzichhir had diplomatic cever s a vice-conse in L eieran. In fact, he was a
senior KGB arentfrom deparoment 57 which Laadies spevaions of Cilleguis”—
ustaliy Sovxct citizens whey run espionage rings or chtin intetligence themeelves
winle Bving ina country under an assumed idenuty. Aithough only 35 Kurichkin has
been deseribed as a “flicy™—a highly intellizent and well-inforimed spy who was being
rapidly promoted within the KGB.

Before his defection, British intelligence had only o iimited knowledge of Soviet
operations in Iran and the extent of infiitration by Tudeh members. Now the British
know theadenuues of some Soviet infilira wors, belonging 1o the ethinie minority groups
that straddic the Soviet-Jranian Lorder. Many of these avents are believed 1o have
slipped across the border sinee the Shah was overthrcwn in 1976, Kusichkin, a Farsi-
speaker, had Leen ussigned 1o the Soviet consulzic in Teheran for five vears and knew
the KGB opaastion intimately.

A mystery remains about his whercabouts between disag upearance from western
Teheran in Jurne, when his abandoned d cur was discovered. until last week, w hen his
presencs in Briwin was announced. The Soviet ¢ mbassy in Teheran anxiously asked
the Iranians in June i they knew what had happened o him. The Iranians replied
that they knew nothing. Kuzichkin apparently leli Lian on his own, without British
Jasistance.

Svon after Kuziehkin's disappearance, a Tudel: communications crntre (camou-
flaged as an oifice where Khomeini's s e volutionary guards carried ont hine rrogarions)
was raided and o prenunent Tudeh undcrgmvmx wader, Hossein Zadeh, was
captured. This was followed by allegations by the r-nuh and the revolutionary
vuards that ezch was infiltrating the other’s orgonisation. The defection of Kuzichkin
seems 10 have dealt aoserious blow w0 Sovier operations in Iran and ajerted
Rlomeint's regimie 1o the dangers it {aces.
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